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Venite poſt me, et faciam vos ſieri piſca- 
tores hominum. MATT H. iv. 19. 


Follow me, and 1 will make you fiſhers of 


men. 


O ſooner did the Son of God begin, 

by the preaching of the goſpel, to 
maniſeſt himſelf to the world as the pro- 
miſed Meſſiah: but in order to communi- 
cate the happy tidings of man's redemp- 
Non to the uttermoſt bounds of the earth, 
and to the lateſt ages, he began to chooſe 
twelve perſons whom he called Apoſtles, 
to be the ſpecial witneſſes of his doctrine 
and miracles, the companions of his life, 
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his welenges . to anndugce the truths of 
the Goſpel to the Jewiſh nation, and by + 
their Miniſtry to invite all Wong to par- 
take of that Redemption, and to furniſh 
them with all the neceſſary means of ob- 
taining eternal Salvation. Theſe are the 
words with which he called to his ſervice 
S. Peter and S. Andrew, whom with the 
reſt he was afterwards pleaſed to exalt to 
the ſublime dignity of the Priefthood, 

conſtitute them his Depnties and Views 
gerents, his Ambaſſadors, the Diſpenſers of 
his facred Myſteries, and Mediators between 
God and man. And as the twelve fiſt 
Apoſtles were not to live to the end, of the 
world, he was pleaſed to ordain that they 
ſhould conſtitute others to ſucceed. them in 
cheir Office and Mit nifty, to contimnie ! ilie 
Propagation of the Goſpel which they firft 


began; till the. whole world them be nne 


acquainted with God's good. will aud, de- 
ſire of their Salvation: and that erery 606 
of the children of Adam maght Have. 1 it, in 


8 


bs power to partake of the creme a glory - 
which, 
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which he purchaſed for them by his ſacred 
blood. Hence we read in the holy Scrip- 
ture, that ſoon after our Saviour's Aſcen- 
ſion, the Apoſtles choſe S. Matthias to 
ſucceed in the place which had been va- 
cated by the fall of Judas: and that S. 
Paul ordained Timothy and Titus, * giving 
them likewiſe a charge to ordain Prieſts in 
every city, as he had ordained them. And 
hence allo we read, that God + gave ſom- 
Apoſlles, and ſome Prophets, and other 
fome Evangeliſts, and other ome Paſtors 
and Teachers, jor the work of the 
Auuſtry, for the earfying of the Body of 
Chriſt, that every one, who was thus 
called to the Miniſtry, might contri— 
bute, as much as fhould be in his power, to 
propagate the Goſpel of our Divine Re- 
deemer ; to publiſh the glad tidings of Sal- 
vation to barbarous and infidel nations; to 
deliver mankind from their ſpirituel blind- 
neſs of error and infidelity ; to releaſe them 


Titus i. 5. +Epheſ. iv. 1. 
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from the captivity of Satan; to iuſtruct 
them in the knowledge of ſaving truths; to 
bring them to a happy union with their 
God; and to conduct them to the joys of 
his heavenly kingdom. 


This then, my dear Children, is the im- 
port of theſe words of our Saviour, Follow 
me, and 1 will make you Fiſhers of men. 
This was the intent for which Jeſus Chriſt 
called them to the Miniſtry, and to the Of- 
fice of the Apoſtleſhip. And every one 
who attains to any ſhare in the Sacred Mi— 
niſtry;. ſhould, either by the free and un- 
ſought choice made of him by the Mini- 
ſters of God, be called to partake of their 
Dignity and Office: or at leaſt be fully per- 
{uaded that he hears the Voice of Jeſus 
Chriſt interiourly calling him in the ſame 
words; Follow me, and I will make you 


fiſhers Y men, 


4 


Unhappily we find, that intermixed a— 
mong the multitude of zealous Paſtors, 


which 
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which the goodneſs of God has provided 
to conduct bis Flock to the eternal happi- 
neſs which he has prepared for them: 
there are alſo ſome whoſe conduct aſſords 
too much reaſon to fear, that they have aſ- 
pired to the ſublime Dignity which they 
poſſeſs, without having been called in this 
manner by Almighty God. They deſired 
not that good work which St. Paul ſpeaks 
of in his Epiſtle to Timothy. * Their 
aim was not to promote the Glory of God, 
and to labour for the Converſion and Salva- 
tion of Souls : but by the Dignity of the 
Sacred Orders to acquire honour and cſleem 
from men; and to get poſſeſſion of the 
treaſures which the piety of the Faithful 
kas induced them to offer to God for the 
ſupport of his Miniſters. + They lote to be 
reverenced by men, to le called Rabbi, and to 


lead a life of eaſe and diſſipation: while the 


duties of the Sacred Miniſtry are left tp be 


diſcharged by thoſe to whom God has given 


* 


® Eph. iii, 1. + Matt, Xxill. 7. 
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a more abundant grace and zeal, to com- 
penſate for the ſmallneſs of the Revenues 
they receive from the worldly treaſures of 


the Church. Unhappy men: mercenary. 


hirelings! * whoſe difregard for, and neglect 
of the duties of the Office which they have 
taken upon them; renders them liable to 
all the miſeries which God denounced a- 
gainſt the Paſtors of the old Law, when he 
ſaid: + Wo to the Paſtors of Iſrael, who fed 
themſelves : ſhould not the flocks be fed by the 
Shepherds? You ate the mils, you cloathed 
yourſelves with the wool, and you killed that 
which was fat; but my flock you did not feed. 
Ihe weak you have not ſlrengthened, that 
which was fick you have net healed; that which 


was broken, you have not bound up, and 


that which was driven away you have nt 
brought again; neither have you ſought that 
which was loſt. I And my ſheep became à 
prey to all the beaſts of the ficta, becauſe there 
was no Shepherd : for my Shepherds did not 


John x. 12, 13- + Ezech, xxXiv. 2. f v. 8. 
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| . feek after my flock, but my Shepherds fed 
themſelves, and fed not my flock; This t, 
then, my dear children, ought not to be 1 
vour motive for embracing an Eecleſiaſti - | 4 

i cal State of life. For if you ſeek only" 4 
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the honours, the eſteem, and reſpett, which 1 
you may receive from men on account of 7 


Us. 


your being inveſted with the Sacred Cha- 
rater of Miniſters of the Moſt High; and 


to lead a life of temporal eaſe and conve- 


r 


nience: ſuch motives, unleſs expiated here- 
after by repentance, would be more likely 
to lead you yourſelves to eternal damna- 
tion; than to put you in the way of prog 


moting the Salvation of others. Where 
fore that you may not raſhly engage in the 

Eccleſiaſtical ſtate, but be fully acquainted 
with the deſign of God in calling you to 

{ſucceed the Apoſtles in their Office and 

Miniſtry, and fully acquainted with the Ob- 

ligation of dedicating yourſelves entirely 

to Ins ſervice, which you teke upon your- 

ſelves by correſponding to his call: 

Bog that 
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43 
that * after having ſe! your hand to the 
plough you may not look back, and be ſorry 
for what you have done: and at the ſame 


time, to animate you to dedicate yourſelves 


entirely to his Divine Service: I will ſhew 
you that by theſe words, Follow me, and 1 
will make you fiſhers of men, Jeſus Chrilt 
calls you to a ſhare | 


1. In the Dignity of the Apoſtles. 
2. In the Labours of the Apoſtles. 
3. In the Reward of the Apoſtles. 


So great is the Dignity of the Prieſthood, 


that to give a proper idea of it might re- 
quire the tongue of an Angel, or the pen of 
an inſpired writer. The hearts of mankind 
are often captivated with the Offices and 
Titlesof Honourbeſtowedon them by earth- 
ly Princes; and with the reſpe& which is 
ſhewn to them by the reſt of mankind in 
conſequence of their having received theſe 
teſtimonies of the favour of their Sove- 


Luke ix. 62. 


reign: 
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reign: but the Prieſthood is a State of Ho- 
nour, of Dignity, and of Power, which no 
man can aſſume to himſelf, and which in- 
finitely exceeds all that is in the power of 
an Earthly Monarch to beſtow. Nor can 


it be derived from any other than the So- 


vereign Lord of heaven and earth. For 
St. Paul ſays, * No man taketh this honour ta 
him/elf but he who is called of God, as was 
Aaron. So alſo Chriſt did not glorify hims 


felf to be made a High-Prieſt : but he who 


faid to him; Thou art my Son, this day have 
T begotten thee. Even our Divine Redeemer 
himſelf attributes his Miſſion to his hea— 


_venly Father, for he ſays F As my Father 


hath /ent me, ſo T ſend you. And again, t 1 
am from him, and he hath ſent me. Hence 
we find 1a the ſacred writings a muliitude 
of moſt glorious Titles, Privileges, and 
Pre-eminences with which God has been 
pleaſed to honour thoſe whom he called to 
the Sacred Miniſtry: and all of them 


* Hebr. v. 4. + John xz, 21. J Jchn vii. 29. 
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founded on the Divine origin of their In- 
ſtitution; on the wonderful Powers and 


Authority which God has imparted to them; 


and the great ends for which that Authority 
was beſtowed on them. The Prophet Ma- 
lachias calls them Angels or Meſſengers of 


God; for he ſays, * The lips of the Prieft 


Mall keep Knowledge, and they ſhall require 


the Law at his mouth, becau/e he ts the Au- 


gel of the Lord of Hoſts. St. Paul calls 
them Apoltles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, 
Paſtors, and Doctors, +F Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and Diſpenſers of the Myſteries of 
God. And our Divine Redeemer him- 
ſelf, who raiſes them to their Dignity, and 
inveſts them with his Powers, calls them hzs 
Friends, t the Salt of the Earth, and the 
light of the world. This then is the Dig- 
nity to which you are called. It is, that 
you may be made the Meſſengers, the An- 
gels of Almighty God, the Friends and 


* Malach. ii. 7. + Ephel. iv. 11. J John xv.- 
14, 15. F Match. v. 13, 14. : 
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Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt, to carry his Faith 
to unbelievers; to be his Miniſters, the 
Diſpenſers of his Divine Myſteries; the 
Rulers and Guides of his people; and Me— 
diators between God and your brethren. 


And indeed it will evidently appear how 
quitly theſe Titles are attributed to the Mi- 


niſters of God, if we do but conſider what 
are the Powers, and the Authority, with 
which the Sovereign Majeſty of God has 
invelled them: and the extent of the 


Commiſlion he has given to them. 


We read that when our Divine Redeemer 
gave a Commiſſion to his Apoſtles to pro- 
pagate his Goſpel, and announce Salvation 
to the Gentiles, he ſaid to them “ Go and 
teach all nations, bapttzing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt: and teach them to obſerve all 
things whatſoever I have commanded you : 
and lo I am with you always even to the end 


Matt. xxvili, 18. 
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of the world. By this Commiſſion he 
eonſtituted them his Meſſengers, and his 
Amballadors to the reſt of mankind, and 
gave them Power and Authority to treat 
with them concerning their deliverance 
from eternal death, to admit them into a 
Covenant of eternal life, to cleanſe them 
by Baptiſm from their ſins, to impart to 
them the Gifts and Graces of the Holy 
Ghoſt, to enroll them among the children 
of the Moſt High, and to make them Heirs 
of a glonous and everlaſting kingdom. 
And as, notwithſtanding the firſt ſanctify— 
ing Grace which God imparts to man, 
whereby they are cleanſed from their ſins, 
and conſecrated to him; they ſtill remain 
infeſted with the concupiſcence, which 


they inherit from their fore-father Adam; 
ſtill remain liable to be overcome by the 


aſſaults of their ſpiritual enemies, fill liable 
to fall from the Grace and favour of God, 
to re-plunge themſelves into the miſerable 
ſtate of fin from which he delivered them, 
and to become again the objects of his 

wrath 
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wrath and indignation: he has imparted to, 
and inveſted his Miniſters with a ſecond 
and ſtill more extraordinary power, which 
is that of forgiving in his name the fins 
into which they ſhall have fallen; of can- 
celling the ſentence of eternal damnation 
which they ſhall have incurred; of recon- 
ciling them to their heavenly Father whom 
they have offended; of reſtoring to them 
their right to the pollcſhon of the heavenly 
kingdom which they had forfeited; of re- 
adorning their Souls with the Gifts and 
graces of the Spirit of God; and of put- 
ung them into a capacity of receiving and 
entertaining that Divine Spirit in their 
Souls. For we read in St. John's Goſpel 
that after our Saviour had ariſen from the 
dead, he appeared to his Apoſtles, and 
breathing on them, ſaid, Receive ye the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt; whoſe Joever fins ye ſhall forgive 
they are forgtven; and whoſe ſoever fins ye 

ſhall retain, they are retained. Again, as 
mankind are under a continual obligation 
of acknowledging the Supreme Dignity 
| | B 2 and 
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and Authority of Almighty God, and of 


their total and abſolute dependance on him: 
as they are under a ſimilar obligation of ren- 
dering to him due praiſe and thanks for the 
innumerable bleſſings he has beſtowed on 
them: as they daily offend him, and are 
therefore taught daily to beſeech him to 
forgive them their treſpaſſes: as they are 
moreover daily aſſaulted by their ſpiritual 
enemies, daily in danger of being ſeduced 
from their allegiance to their God by the 


violence of their paſſions, and by the perni— 
cious maxinis and examples of a corrupt 
world: and as all their hope muſt be in the 


goodneſs and protection of God, all their 
help and ſtrength muſt neceſſarily come 
from him: he has been pleaſed to ordain 


that the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors ſhould 
daily offer to him that pure and acceptable 
Sacrifice which had been foreſpoken of by 


the Prophet Malachias, & and by the obla- 
tion of which due praiſe might be given 


* Malich. i. 11. 


to 


„ 
to God, and all graces and bleſſings be 
obtained from him for men. Hence St. 
Paul ſays, * Every High Prisſi taken from 
among men, is appointed for men, in the 
{tings that @ppertain to God, that he may 
offer up giſis and ſacrifices for fins. But the 
greateſt, the moſt ſublime power which 
God has been pleaſed to confer on his Mi- 
niſters; and that in which conſiſts their 
greateſt degree of dignity, is the power of 
Conſecrating, and by the Conſecration 
changing bread and wine into the true and 
real Body and Blood of our Lord Jeſus 
Chritt : whereby they are at once furniſhed 
with a Victim for their Sacrifice, which 
cannot fail of being infinitely acceptable to 
the Deity, of averting his wrath, and of 
bringing down on mankind every bleſſing 
of which they ſtand in nced. And how 
much does this Power enhance the Dignity 
of the Prieſthood! In the other Parts of | 
their Sacred Office they are conſtituted the 
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Teachers and Rulers of the pecple of God, 
and reverence and obedience is required 
from the people towards them: which 
power was granted alſo to the Prieſts of 
the Old Law. But in the whole Moſaick 
Law, we find no Power which bears any 
reſemblance to that of Conſccrating the 
Bread and Wine, which Chriit imparted 
to his Apoſtles the night before he ſuffered : 
and by which, not man, but Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf becomes obedient to the voice of 
his Miniſters, and places himſelf upon our 
Altars in the hands of his Pricſls; that his 
Sacred Fleſh, which was crucified for our 
ſins, may be diſtributed to, and received 
by his people. If we are aſtoniſhed when 
we read that while Jeſus was on earth, at 
the age of twelve years, he went down to 
Nazareth with the Bleſſed Virgin and St. 
Joſeph, and was /ubjed to them : * how 
much more ought we to be aſtoniſhed at 
this his wondertul condeſcenſion, by which, 
though now glonfied and ſeated at the 
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Tight hand of his Father, he vouchſafes to 


be at tiz ſame moment of time in the 
hands of the Prieſt! It is impoſhble for us 
rigluly to conceive how great is the conde- 
ſcenſion of the Son of God in this Inſtitu— 
tion: and how greatly ſuch an Inil:tution 
augments the Dignity of his Miniſters. 


This then is the Dignity to which Jeſus 
Chriſt invites you, in ſaying to you, Follow 
me, and 1 will make you fiſhers of men: it is 
to make you his Miniſters, the Diſpenſers 
of his Sacred Myſteries: his Meſſengers 
to carry the joyful tidings of Salvation to 
thoſe who i darineſs and in the ſhadow 
of death : hls Ambaſſadors to enter into a 
Covenant of imparting eternal life to thoſe 
who have hitherto been his enemies, and 
the objects of his wrath; to commit ta 
your care a treaſure which he valued more 
than his own life, the Souls which he re- 
deemed with his precious Blood: + to 


make you his Vice-gerents on Earth, and 
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to inveſt you with a power of forgiving ſins, 
which he has not thought proper to im- 
part even to the Angels who ſurround his 
Throne: and has engaged his word to ra— 
tify in heaven the Sentence which you ſhall 
pronounce on Earth.“ Great then is the 
Dignity to which the Son of God called 
his Apoſtles, great is the Power and Au- 
thority which he conferred on them : and 
of courſe great is the Dignity to which he 
calls, and the Power which he confers on 
all who inherit the Office and Miniitry 
of the Apoſtles. In the writings of Anti- 
quity we find the Holy Fathers and others, 
aſſerting the Dignity and Power of the 
Prieſthood to be, I will not ſay equal to 
that of Magiſtrates, Princes, and the Gran- 
dees of the world: but to exceed all earthly 
Power and Dignity in a ſuper-eminent de- 


gree. St. Gregory Nazianzen ſays * And 


*«* now O ye Princes and Potentates, I come (o 


66 [peak 


* Matt. xviii. 18. 
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& ſpeak to you.—Allow me then liberty of 
« ſpeech, for the Law of Chriſt hath ſubjedt- 
ed you to my Power, and lo my 1T1ibunal, 
« For we have an Empire alſo, and that 
« greater and more excellent than yours, ty 
« how much the Soul 1s more noble than the 
% Body, and by how much what is heavenly 
« and divine, exceeds that which is earthly 
« and human.” And St. Chryſoſtom ſays, * 
« Oztas being King, wanted to uſurp the 
„Empire of the Prieſt. I will, ſaith he, 
% offer Incenſe, becauſe I am worthy. But 
remain, 
va Te% pig 6 dye pereionm—TH ouy Cart; 
ce Je gehe ouy magpvoin TOY NOYOV, He 0 
TE Xpichu vines UnoTidyow ee Th py 
Ouvecela vat Ta & Ger exopev Yap 
e auTor, xo, Y dr vat Thy pektour vat 
TEMEWTERAY Bigg, de TO TvELpa UILXW- 
neu TH ougut, wet TOI; vie Th exo: 
S. Greg. Nazianz. Orat. 17. 
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remain, O King, within thy bounds; for 
** there are other bounds of the Regal, and 
& others of the Priefily Power. The Autho- 
* rity of the Praeft is greater than that of 
* the King. — Ile King hath the Adminiſti a- 
% lion of Earthly things, but Heavenly things 
* are committed to me—And when TI ſay 
* that they are committed to me, 1 ſpeak of 
« myſelf as a Prieſt. To the Emperors are 
« commuted Bodies; to the Prieſt, Souls, 
% He remits temporal Mulds: the Prieſt 
« remits Sins. He uſes fleſhly weapons: 
« the Prieſt, Spiritual. He makes War wilt 
* the Barbarians: I make war with the 

Devils, 
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% Devils. Greater ig this Principality, 


« and therefore the Emperor ſubmits his 
% head to the hand of the Prieſt: and every 


% where in the Old Teſlament, Prieſis did 
* anoint Rings. And in his third Book 
on the Prieſthood (cap. 5.) he ſays: * To 
i thoſe who dwell on the Earth is com- 
« mitted the Adminiſtratzon of Heavenly 
* things, and they have received a Power 
witch God has not given either to Angels, 
* or to Archangels. For it was never /aid 
* to them, Whatſoever ye ſhall bind on 


*© earth; 


\ 
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( 24 ) 
* earth, ſhall be bound in heaven, and 
whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on earth ſhall be 
looſed in heaven. I i true that Earthily 
« Princes have a Pommer to bind; but Bodi-s 
* only. But the binding of the Prieſt touch- 
« eth the Soul, and reacheth unto heaven, 
% /o that what the Prieſt does here below, 
* God ratifies above, and confirms the Sen- 
« tence of has Servants.” What Power can 
be greater than this? God hath given all 
Power of Judgment unto the Son, and 1 
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3/9 3 
fee it all delivered from the Son to 
them. Again he ſays * © The Pree/t- 
* hood is a Princely Power, greater and 


* more venerable than that of the Empure.— 


« If you would ſee the difference between 


* them, and how mack the Ring is inſerior 


„% toa Prieſt; conſider the meaſure of Power 
delivered to them both, and you ſhall cc 


„ the Prieſt placed much higher than the 


** Emperor: For though the Emperor's 
* Throne /cems glorious to us, from the Gems 
au Gold with which it ts adorned, yet he 


« has 
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has only the Adiminiſtration of Earthly 
hinge. But the Throne of the Prieſthood 


* Mediator between God and Man, bringing 
* down bleſſings from him to us, and con- 
veying our Pelilions to him, by which God 
* hath put the Emperor's head under the 
* hands of the Prieſt; teaching us that he 
* 25 greater Prince than he.” And ſpeak- 
ing to Prieſts concerning their Adminiſtra— 
tion of the Holy Euchariſt, he ſays “ 
Jour puniſhment will be great, , you 


* knowtngly 
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knowingly permit any wicked perſon to fa, 
« take of this Table; for his blood will ; 
required at your hands. Wherefore if any 
General, or Governor, or the Emperor 


« krmpelf, be not worthy, repel him; for thou 


* haſt greater Authority than he.” So allo 
Pope Gelaſins ſays: * © There arc two 
„ things, Great Emperor, by which princt- 
e pally this world is governed; the Holy 
« Pontifical Authority, and the Regal 
« Power: of which the Sacerdotal Clizrge 
is much the greater.“ Nor 1s this 55 
nity of the Prieſthood, and its pre- eminence 
above all temporal, whether Princely, Re- 


gal or Imperial Dig guities , merely allerted 
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by the Holy Fathers: but is alſo acknow- 
ledged by the Kings and Emperors them- 
ielives. For we read in Eccleſiaſtical Hif- 
tory, that the Emperor Conſlantine the 
Great would not preſume to ſit among the 


Biſhops in the Great Council of Nice, till 
he had aſked their leave. * And the Em- 


peror Valentinian ſays concerning matters 
of Faith, + © For me who am but one of the 
Lait, it is not lawful to examine ſuch 
* things : but let the Prieſts, to whom the 
* care of theſe things appertain, meet to de- 
* termine them where they pleaſe.” And the 
Emperor Theodoltus, repelled by St. Am- 
broſe, did not preſume to enter the doors 
of the Church, till he had fulfilicd the 
publick Penance enjoined him for the 


Maſſacre made by his Soldiers at Theſla- 
lonica. 


* Theodorct. lib. i. Hiſt. cap. 7. 
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( 29 ) 

Our Divine Saviour Jeſus Chriſt having 
raiſed his Miniſters to this ſublime Dignity, 
and given them this Power and Authority: 
le expects that all his people ſhould pay a 
due reſpect and attention to their perſons, 
and obedience to all their juſt Commands. 
And looks upon every contempt of their 
perſons, or their juſt commands, as a con- 
tempt of his own perſon and Authority, 
He moreover orders that all ſuch perſons 
mould be looked upon as Heathens and 
Publicans, and declares they ſhall be ex- 
cluded from his heavenly kingdom. For 
we read that when he ſent his Apoltles 
to preach throughout Judea, he ſaid to 
them, * Ile who hears you, hears me, and he 
who deſjajes you deſpiſes me: and he who 
de/prjes me, deſſrfes ham who ſent me. And 
again, I into whatever City or houſe you ſhat! 
enter, if they will not recetue you, nor hear 
your words; going out of that houſe or Cty. 
Jhake off the duſt of your ject. Venly T jay 
unto you, ut ſhall be ore tolerable for the 
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Land of Sodom and Gomorrha, in the day of 
Judgment, than for that City. And when 
he ſent them to preach the Goſpel through- 
out the world, he ſaid to them: * Go into 
all the world, and preach the Goſpel to every 
creature: hs who belicycth, and is baptized, 
all be ſaved; but he who believeth not ſhall 
te condemned. It then the Son of God ex- 
pects chat thoſe who had not yet the Goſpel 
preached to them, ſhould, upon the arrival 
of his Miniſters, receive their perſons, at- 
tend to their doctrine, and obey their pre- 
cepts: how much more does he expett the 
ſame obſequiouſneſs from thoſe who are 


already enlightened by his Faith? Accor- 
\ ingly St. Paul ſpeaking to the People con- 
cerning their Paſtors, ſays, F Ovey your 
| Prelates, and be fubjeft to them : for they 
watch as being to render an account of your 
| Souls. And in his Epiſtle to Timethy, he 
| ſays, + Let the Prieſts who rule well, be e- 
| feeemed worthy of double honour, effecially 
* Mark xvi. 15. + Hcbr, xiii, 17. 
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they who labour in the word and doc rie. 
Thus then you ſee what is the Power, what 
is the Dignity and Honour which God is 
pleaſed to beſtow on thoſe he has called to 
the Sacred Miniſtry: to the participation 
of which he now invites you; and is on 
his part ready to admit you at a proper 
and convenient time : provided that you 


are willing to correſpond to his call, and 


chearfully undertake, and endure the la- 
labours of the Miniſtry, which are what I 
have now to explain to you, being the 


ſubj ect of the Second part. 


So true are the words of Holy Job, “ 
that he life of man upon Earth is a warfare: 
that people in every ſlate and condition 
of life experimentally find them verified in 
their own perſons. St. Paul ſpeaking of 
perſons engaged in the Conjugal State, 
ſays: + ſuch ſhall have tribulation of the 
Jleſh. And, 4 He who is unmarnted ts ſolt- 
citous for the things tat belong to the Lord, 


how 


„Job vii. 1. + 2 Cor, xvii. 28. + ibid. v. 32. 33. 
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how he may pleaſe God but he who is married 
2s ſolicilou for the things of the world, 
how he may pleaſe luis wife, Nor is there 
any State or Condition in life which has 
not Obligations annexed to it, and-labours 
peculiar to perſons engaged in that State, 
Hence ut can be no wonder that thoſe who 
engage in the Sacred Miniſtry ſhould like- 
wiſe have labours to undergo, and difficul- 
ties to encounter. And indeed our Saviour 
limſelf on many occaſions, gave his Apo- 
files to underſtand what were the labours 
that would attend their Miniſtry, aud how 
much they were to endure for the glory of 
his Name. When the wife of Zebedce 
petitioned our Saviour, that her two Sons, 
whom he had called to the Apolileſhip, 
might fit, the one on his right hand, and 


the other on his left hand in bis kingdom:* 


he, on his part, aſked them whether they 
would undertake to drink of the Chalice of 
Suffering whereof he was to drink, and to 
be baptized with the Baptiſm wherewith he 
was to be baptized? That is, whether they 


Matth. xx, 21. 


would 


(33 
would undertake to lay down their lives 


for his fake, as he was to lay down his life 
for their Salvation. When he ſent his 


Apoſtles to preach the Goſpel in Judea, 
he ſaid to them: * Behold I / nd you as Sheep 
in the midſt of wolves; be ye therefore pru- 
dent as Serpents, and harmleſs as Doves. 
F But beware of men, for they will deliver 
þ you up in Councils, and they will ſcourge you 
s in their Synagogues, and you ſhall be brought 
Y before Governors and beſore Kings for my 
9 alle, for a teſitmony to them and to the Gen— 
les. And + you ſhall be hated by all men 
for my name's ſake. And again, in the laſt 
diſcourſe which he made to his Diſciples 

on the night before he ſuffered, he ſaid to 

them: f 1/ the world hateth you, know that 

2t Haled me before you. If you had been of 

the world, the world would love its own ;; 

but becauſe you are not of the world, but J 

| have choſen you out of the world; therefore 
1 the world hateth you. Rememter my word 
1 that T jaid to you, The Servant ts not greater 


Matth. x. 16. v. 22, f John xv. 18. 


than 


4: 2-7 
than his Lord. , they have perſecuted me, 
they will alſo perſecute yu * If they have 
called the Maſler of the Houſe -Beelzebud, 
much more wall they jo call them of hs houſe- 
hold. And, + They unll put you out of tle 
Synagogues; yea the time cometh, tn which 
whoſoever hilleth you, wil tinnk that he doth 
a Service to God, It is true the goodnels of 
God has been pleaſed to command, that the 
ſword of perſecution, which for a long 
time reeked with the blood of innumerable 


Martyrs and Apoſlolick men, ſhould, be 


now ſheathed, and the Goſpel may be 
preached, with a certein degree of ſecurity 
to its Miniſters. But although he does not 
now. require you to ſhed your blood for 
his fake; yet there are many Jabours 
which are in{epargbly- annexed} to the Of- 
fice of an Apoſlolick Miſſionary. Think 
not then that the Dignified State to which 
God calls you is deſtitute of labour; or 
that it was intended by Jeſus Chriſt to ena- 
ble you to live a life of worldly, eaſe and 


* Math, x. 25, f John xv. 2. 


convenience. 
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( 9s.) 
convenience. No: the Holy Scripture 
ailures us that the Apoſtolical Office is full 
of labours.* Nor can you expe#t to ſhare 
in the glorious reward which God has pre- 
pared for his Apoſtles, without undergoing 
theſe labours: for F uo one can be crowned 
but he who hath lawfully fought: or as St. 
Gregory expreſſes it, I Great rewards ar: 
not to be obtained but by great labours. Now, 
that you may be able to ſay with St. Paul, 
I have fought a good fight, it is highly ne- 
ceſſury that you ſhonld be armed with an 
eminent degree of Divine Charity to en- 
courage and enable you to undertake theſe 
labours. For we read that before our Sa- 
viour committed to St. Peter the care of 
his Flock, he thrice aſked him, !| Peter, 
loweſt thou me more than tes? to intimate 
how neceſſary a ſincere and ardent love of 
Jeſus Chriſt is, to enable any one faithfully 
to diſcharge the duties of a good Paſtor. 
And conſequently every one who under- 


* Cor. iv. 9. +2 Tim. ii. 3. +} Hom. 37. in 


takes 


( 36 ) 
takes a part of St. Peter's charge, ought to 
be animated with the ſame Charity which 
our Saviour required of St. Peter. Nor 
will you ever faithfully diſcharge any part 
of your duty without it. For you will 
find labours in preparing yourſelves for the 
reception of Holy Orders; and labours in 
the execution of thoſe Orders after you 
have received them. You will find labours 
in preparing yourlelves for Holy Orders: 
by the neceſſary application to ſtudy : by 
the difficulties you will have to encounter 
in endeavouring to acquire the Maſtery 
over your paſſions: in learning to practiſe 
the Virtues which will be neceſſary to en— 
force your doctrine: and by the natura! 
repugnance you may perhaps experience 
againſt a punctual obſervance of the Rules 


of the Community in which you hve. You 
will alſo find labour in the execution of 


your Orders after you have received them: 

on the one hand by the unwearied diligence 
which a zealous and vigilant Paſtor ought 
to exerciſe in favour of his Flock; and 
on 
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( 37) 
on the other hand by the ignorance of 
ſome, and the wickedneſs of others with 
whom you will have to treat. And yet 
theſe are labours which it is impoſſible 
for you totally to avoid. For Almighty God 
ſays in the Holy Scripture, “ The lips of 
the Prieft ſhall hrep knowledge, and they ſhall 


feel the Taw at his Mouth. And again, 


ſpeaking of an ignorant Prieſt, he ſays, 
Becauſe thou haſt rejefed knowledge, I will 
@!/o rejedt thee, that thou ſhall no longer per- 


Form the Office of Priefl to me. And by 


hat means is it poſſible for you to acquire 
Nis learning and knowledge; but by an 
anremitted diligence and application to 
vour Studies? Again, it is abſolutely neceſ- 
{ary for you to maſter your Paſſions, and 2 
vring the fleſh into ſubjection to the Spirit, 
et after you have preached to others, and 
become the inſtruments of God for tht 
Salvation of their Souls; you your/elces 
"Fhould become Reprobales. And this, both 


by Mal, TP 7» + Oſee iv. 6. 1 1 Cor: ix. 27. 
| D FS, on 
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dn account of the holincſs God expects to 


find in all thoſe to whom he commits the 
Adminiſtration of his Divine Myſteries: 
and on account of the effetts and influence 
which your example will have on your 
Flock. God himſelf ſays, * 7 wil! be ſanc- 
ii ſied in them who approach to me, and if he 
frequently inculcates the neceſſity of ho- 
lineſs in every one of his people: how 
much more does he expect to find that 
holineſs in his Prieſts who miniſter at his 
Altar, and whom he has conſtituted the 
Diſpenſers of his Holy Sacraments, arid 
Nlediators between him and his people! 
Wherefore St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to Ti- 
mothy, ſays, + A Biſiep ought to be blame- 
V. ſober, prucent, of good behaviour, 
claſe, giten to he/prtaity, a teacher, not 
giden to mane, RO ſiriter, Cut modeſt, not 
guarrelſome,. nor couelous — moreover he 
muff hawe a good icftumony frem thers 5/0 
are withort e %, he fall into reproach and 


the are of the den. And exhorts him 
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in theſe words: * Be thou an example of the 
Faithful, in word, in converſation, in ca- 
rity, in faith, 21 chaſtity— Appl y thyſelf to 
reading, to exhortalton and to dottnne— 
AM-ditate upon theſe things; be wholly ems 
floyd in theſe lings that thy profultng may 
be manijeft to all, And adds, F For in do- 
wng this, thou ſhalt both Jave thyſelf, aid 
them who hear thee. So allo St. Peter ſays, 
Feed the flock of God which is among you, 
taking care of it, not by conftroint, but wit- 
lingly: and not for fillly lucre's ſale, but 
voluntarily—bang made a pattern of the 
flock from your heart. Ah! what a dread- 
ful judgment would you bring upon your 
own heads, if God ſhould find you to be 
equally as vicious as the people.) What 
reply would you be able to make to him, 
if by the ſecret remorſes and ſtings of 
your conſcience he ſhould ſay to you, 4 


Il y doft thou publiſh my laws, and tal:/t 
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my Covenant in thy mouth: ſceing teu HH 
hated diſcipline; and haft caſl my words be- 
4nd thy back? How inefhcacious would be 
every Sermon, every exhortation you might 
make to your people, if your own actions 
ſhould behe the doctrine you would teach 
them: or how could you preſume to re- 
prehend them for their vices, if you ſhould 
give them occaſion to ſay to you; * Phy: 


ſeian, heal thyſelf; Nlend vour own faults. 


Or how would you be able to make uſe of 
the words of St. Paul, who ſays, + Be ye 
entators. of me, as J alſo am of (. 


Here then vou ought to reficet that as no 


one is more certainly in the road to eter- 


nal felic:tv, no one more beloved of God, 
no one will receive a greater reward from 
him; than a good Paſtor who faithfully 
diſcharges every part of his duty to God 
and to his Flock: ſo no one is in more 
danger of eternal perdition, no one brings 
upon himſelf a more accumulated damna- 
tion than a wicked Prieſt, \W keretore in 


* Luke iv. 23. 1 1 Cor. xi. 1. 
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„ 
order to acquire the degree of holinefs and 
perfettion which ſo facred a Miniſtry de- 
mands, and to adorn your Souls with the 
virtues which may render you worthy Mi- 
niſters of God, and repreſentatives of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, it is neceſſary that you ſhould, 
in imitation of St. Paul, chaſtiſe your bo- 
dies, and bring them into ſubjection, leſt af ter 
you have preached to others you yourtelves 
ſhould become Reprobates, * that you 
ſhould not only endeavour to eradicate the 
vain and finful inclinations of your hearts; 
C:ligently prafliſe the virtues inculcated in 
the Goſpel; daily make ſome advances in 
the road to perfection; and fervently pray 
to God for Grace to afliit your endeavours; 
but likewiſe diligently gad punctually ob- 
ſerve every one, even the minuteſt Rule of 
the Community in which ycu live. Rules, 
which how contrary ſo ever they may upon 
ſome occaſions appear to your natural in- 
clinations, have novertheleſs, by men ac- 


tuated by the Spirit of God and a zeal for 
1 Cor. ix. 27. 3 
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his Glory, been wiſely eflabliſhed as the 


moſt proper means of training you up in 


that Learning and Piety which may make 
you worthy inſtruments in the hands of 
God in the Converfion and Salvation of 


innumerable Souls. For the Holy Scrip- 


ture ſays: * Train up a Youth in the way he 
ſhould go, and when he ig old he will not 
depart from it. And again, + 1t is good for 


a man when he hath borne the yoke from his 


youth. Rules which are extremely eaſy in 


their obſervance, becauſe they require no- 
thing of you, but that you ſhould be obe- 
dient to the commands of your lawful 
Superiors in every matter which is not ſin- 
ful: that you ſhould dedicate yourſelves to 
the ſervice of God by a life of virtue and 
devotion, whereby you may fave your own 
Souls: and that you ſhould employ your 
time in ſuch a manner, and by ſuch a diſtri- 
bution of it, between Prayer, Study, and 
Recreation, as may make you hereafter 


_— 57 „ r* A Prov. XX11, 6. 
T Law. iii. 27. 


| illuſtrious 
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E 
illuſtrious members of this Community, 
uſeful members of the Commonwealth, 
worthy Miniſters of God's Church, Inſtru— 
ments in his hands for the Converſion of 
Hereticks, Infidels and Sinners, and lights 
to conduct the juſt to everlaſting Salvation. 
Theſe are the labours you will have to un- 
dergo in preparing yourſelves for your ad- 
vancement to the Dignity to which Chriſt 
invites you: let us now take a curſory 
view of thoſe you will have to undergo 
after he ſhall have advanced you to the de- 
ſigned Dignity, and given you your Com- 
miſſion to preach the Goſpel, 


No ſooner will you have received your 
Commiſſion and Authority to publiſh the 
Faith and Law of Chriſt to thoſe * who /t 
in darkneſs and in the ſhadow of death; or 
thoſe who are enſlaved by Satan, + and 
held in captivity according to lis will; but 
in that inſtant your condition will become 
immediately changed, and a new ſcene of 


F Iſaia. ix. 2. 7 2 Tin. 11. 16. x 
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operation will preſent itſelf to your view. 
You who, till then will have been under 
obedience, and ſuhject to the controul of 
others, will then find that God has * placed 
you among the Princes, among the Princes of 
his People. You will find yourſelves upon 
a level with them, inveſted with the fame 
Power, and the fame Charge. You wall 


find that you are then tranflated from a 


State of Subjection, to a State of Rule 
and Government of the perfons God will 
commit to your care. And will then re- 
tlett, that as God will demand of you an 
account of the Obedience which you at 
preſent ought to pay to the BE of 
your Superiors, fo he will then demand of 
you an account of your vigilance over 
your Flock; of your manner of govern- 
ing them; and of your diligence in admi— 
niftering to them every admonition, repre- 
henſion, council, and aſſiſtance, which 
may contribute to the Salvation of their 


Souls. And here, my dear children, 1 


9 Plal. cxli. 8. 
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muſt frankly acknowledge, and aſſure you, 
that if you are reſolved faithfully to dil- 
charge the ſacred Truſt committed to you 
by your God, you will find the labours, 
the troubles, the anxtcties of „eur mind, 
far exceed all that you now endure, or are 
likely to endure till you enter on that Ot- 
fice. You will then not only have to at- 
tend your Flock, and to be at all times 
ready to inſtrutt, to exhort, and admo- 
nilh them; to reclaim them from their 
vices, to encourage them to virtue, to con- 
firm the good in their practice of piety, to 
pray for them, to adminiſter to them the 
Holy Sacraments, and to conſole and ani— 
mate them in their laſt agony: but in the 
execution of theſe duties, you will have 
two powerful enemies to encounter; ſtupid 
ignorance, and bare-iaced impiety: and 
to conquer theſe enemics will require the 
utmoſt exertions o an erdent zeal, Ille 
natural dulneſs, the ftupiciy, the almolt 


invincible ignorance of many of your Hock, 


will turniſh a conſtant occelion {or the 


utmeſt 


| ( 46 } 
utmoſt exertion of your knowledge, and 
your utmoſt diligence. However as this 
dulneſs and ignorance is owing partly to a 
defect of their underſtanding, partly to their 
not having received proper inſtructions in 
their youth, and partly to the ſublimity of 
the My lleries of Faith, ſome of which ex- 
ceed the underſtanding of the molt Learn- 
ed; this will occaſion but little or no 
anxiety, But that which will rouze your 
zcal, inſpire you with indignation, and ſet 
your Soul on fire, will be to behold the 
malice and wickedneſs of their hearts, 
their Hypocriſy and deceit, their contempt 
of the Law of God, their diſregard of your 
admonitions, their abuſe and profanation 
of the holy Secraments, tbe glaring impiety 
of their lives, their obſtinate perſeverance 
in lin, and the derifion and mockery winch 
numbers of ifidels make of Revealed Re- 
ligion and its Projeilors; and the blaſphe- 
mous hereſies, which even in a country 
which calls itſelf Chriſltan, they dare open- 
ly to utter and publiſh in Print againſt Je- 
ſus 
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ſus Chriſt and his Doctrine. Thele will 
be the principal cauſes of your grief, your 
heart-breaking grief, and pity for the blind- 
neſs of the wretches, who thus run head- 
long to their own deſtruction. You will 
then know by experience what the Pſal- 
miſt means when he ſays: ® The zeal of thy. 
houſe hath eaten ms up; and the reproaches 
of them who reproached dice are fallen upon 
me. You will then enter into the ſenti- 
ments of St. Paul, who ſays: + Who 75 weak, 
and JI am not weak? Who ts ſcandalized, 
and I am net on fire? And yet, conſidering 
the wickedneſs and corrtiption of the 
world, + 24 muſt needs be that ſuch ſcandals 
come, and that ſuch mortifications be de- 
rived to you from ſuch ſcandals, For if 
St. Paul found < many adver/artes, who re- 
ſiſted him in the preaching the Goſpel : 
what can you expect, but to meet with ſimi- 
lar oppoſition from ſimilar infidels? Tf 
the Divine Eloquence of Jeſus Chriſt him- 


* Pſal. Ixviii. 10. + 2 Cor, Xl, 29. I Matth. 
xvili. 7. 91 Cor. xvi 9g. 
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felf did not overcome the obſtinacy of 
mens hearts, and prevail upon all his hearers 
to believe and embrace his Goſpel, and to 
reform their lives: how can you imagine 
that you ſhall be more ſucceſsful? And if 
he was inſulted, Randered and perſecuted 
by wicked men; what can you expect, but 
that they will in like manner inſult, flan- 
der and -perſecute you? * , they have 
called the Maſter of the houſe Beeſzrbub, 


much more will they /o call them of lus houſe- 


hold. St. Paul affures us, + that all who 
defire to live proufly in Chriſt 7eſus ſhall 
Fuffer perfecutton ; and his words are vert- 
fied in none more conſpicuoufly, than in 
thoſe Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, who are 
_ zealous to promote his glory, and the Salva- 
tion of Souls redeemed by his precious 


blood. 


Say then, my dear Children, are you 
willing to undertake theſe labours for the 
lake of your God, and to obtain for your- 


Match. x, 25, + & Tim iii. 1 2. 
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ſelves a glorious and eternal Crown ? Have 
you the courage with St, James and St, 
John to profeſs yourſelves ready to drink 
of the chalice of the: Sufferings of your Sa- 
viour, and to be baptized with the Baptiim 
of death with which he was baptized: and 
the compaſſionate charity to ſay with St. 
Thomas, t+ Let us go and die with him? 
Have you ſo much compaſſion for your 
fellow-creatures, your brethren, your rela- 
tions, as to encounter thoſe diflicultics, for 
the ſake of delivering or preſerving them 
from the tyranny of Satan, putting them in 
Uic way of Salvation and conducting them 
to the kingdom of God? Or can you be 
ſo regardleſs of the love of Jeſus Chriſt as 
to refuſe to undergo a few labours for the 


fake of him, who has given his own life to 


redeem and deliveryou from eternal damna- 


tion: or ſo inſenſible of the miſeries and 


ſpiritual diſtreſs of mankind, as to let it be 


ſaid that + the little ones have aſked for the 


Bread of life, and there was none to breai. it 
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tinto them? J am ſenſible that human na- 
ture ſhrinks up with horrour at the very 
mention of the name of labours. But af- 
ter all, what are the labours of the Mint- 
ry to which he calls you, in compariſon 
of the labours to Which he called the twelve 
firſt Apoſtles. They travelled to “ the 
uttermoſt bounds of the then known world,to 
carry the Chriſtian Faith to nations whoknew 
not God, and to kingdoms where his Name 
had never been invoked. F They ſuſſered* 
hunger, and third, nakedneſs, and were bf. 


faled, and driven about from place to place, 


they were reviled and they blefſed their re- 
vilers, they ſuffered perſecution and they bore 
it with patience, and were looked upon as 
the refuſe, the moſt deſpicable of mankind. 
They were ſcourged in the Synagogues, 
caſt into priſons, and at length had the hap- 
pineſs to lay down their lives for the ſake 
of their Divine Maſter, and to ſeal his Doc- 
trine with their blood. And St. Paul, 4 in 


* Rom. x. 18. 7 Pſal. Ixxviii. 6. 4 1 Cor. 
iv. 11. 5 2 Cor, xi. 23. 
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his ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthians, gives 
us a dreadful account of what he under went 
in the courſe of his Miniſtry. Yet in the 
midſt of all theſe ſufferings, he ſays ; “ Ie 
Sei in tnibulaitons. And the other A- 
poliles F 17ozed. that they were found wor- 
thy to juffer reproach for the name of Jeſus. 
And indeed it is no wonder that they ſhould 
thus rejoice; becaule they knew that they 
were called to theſe labours by Jeſus Chriſt 
who had given lus lite for their ſakes. And 
therelore the remembrance of the infinite 
goodneſs and love of the Son of God for 
tem, and the correſpondent pratitude 
which they cntertained in their hearts; 
urged them to return his love, by accepting 
o, and expoſing themſelves to all kinds: of 
labours, dangers, and even to death itfelf 
for bis ſake. This is the reaſon which St. 
Paul himſelf gives. ? The Charity of Chrift, 
ſays he, proffeth us: judging this, that-— 
( 72 died or all z that tity al/o who At, 
may uow live, not to themſelves; but to him 


Rom. v. 3 f Adds v. 41, 12 Cor, v. 14. 
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who died for them, and roſe again, And 
St. John ſays, * In this we have known the 
Charity of God, becauſe he hath laid down fis 


life for us; and we ought to lay down our 


lives for the brethren, But God does not 
expect ſo great labours from you. He 
does not require you to travel through the 
delerts of the Torrid Zone, or into the 
froſty Mountains of Ruſſia; but to your 
own native country, to a land abounding 
with all the neceſſaries and all the conveni— 
ences of life. He does not require you to 
go to barbarous nations where your lite 
might be every moment in jeopardy; but to 
exerciſe your Miniſtry among your 
own friends and acquaintance, among 
thoſe who are nearly allied to you both by 
blood and affettion. What ſhare there- 
fore ſoever of labours you may have to 
undergo for the fake of your God; they 
will ſcarce bear any proportion with thoſe 
of the twelve Apoſtles and other Apoſlo— 
lick men, who by their zeal and activity 


* 1 John iii. 16. | 
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cariied the Faith of Chriſt throughout the 
world, converted innumerable multitudes 
oi Souls, prepared the reſt to embrace 
Chriſtianity, eſtabliſned the Church, con- 
gregated the Flock which you will have to 
ccd and govern, removed all removeable 
dithculties out of your way, and left you 
only that part of your Office to diſcharge, 
which a linccre love of God, and a ſincere 
defire of ſaving your neighbours Souls, w:ll 
with the aſſiſtance of Divine grace enable 
yon to diſcharge with caſe and pleaſure. 
Inlomuch that the words of our Divine 
Receemer may be applied to you in their 
Iitcral ſiguification: * I have fent you to 
22 that in which you uid not labour : 
others have laboured, and you Have entered 
2nto har labours. . 


But though the copiouſneſs of the ſub- 
ject has obliged me far to exceed the 
bounds Which I had at 6:8 preſcribed to 
mylelf; I cannot Icave this part of my diſ- 

9 John iv. 38. 
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| courſe without reminding you of the glo— 
3 rious cauſe in which God calls you to en- 
| gage: and how much a faithful fulfilling 
| | of this dedication of yourſelf to his ſervice 
+ will endear you to him. Men of this 
U World think they do great feats if they con- 
fi quer armies, reſtore ſlaves to their native 
1 freedom, and preſerve kingdoms or cities 
| ; from deltruttiion. But the buline:is to which 
3 God calls you is not of fo {mall importance 
i as would be that of preſerving kingdoms 
3 | from deſtruction, delivering the opprelied 
from the power of ambitious Tyrants, or 


repairing the ruin made by the devaſtation 
ot koſtile armies: but to preſerve the Juſt 
in a {tate of amity with their God; to de- 
liver Souls, precious and immortal Souls, 
redeemed by the precious Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt, from the tyrannical Slavery of Sa- 
tan; and to repair the devaſtation made in 
the Souls of men by mortal fin, How 
much confidence then does Chriſt repoſe 
in you by committing to your care that 
Flock, thoſe Souls which he loved more 
than his own life, and which he purchaſed 1 
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his precious Blood! How much. does this 
goodnels require of you a care of the Flock 
proportioned to the conſidence Chriſt re- 
poſes in you? And by executing the duties 
of your Station with fidelity and alacrity, 
you will not only imitate that inconceivable 
Charity which Jefus Chriſt ſhewed for 
mankind by undertaking and executing the 
work of our Redemption : but wall contri- 
bute as much as in you lics to render chat 
redemption efſectual, and ſave him the mor- 
tification of having much of his Charity 
fruſtrated, much of his love from being 
loſt, much of his Sacred Blood from being 
ſhed in vain. Ah! how plealing and a- 
greeable is it to Jeſus Chriſt, to ſce that 
you compaſlionate his ſufferings; that you 
are willing to become initruments in his 
hands, and to afliſt him to the utmoit of 
your power in that great and noble work 
of promoting the glory of his heavenly Fa- 
ther; the propagation of lus Goſpel; the 
deſtruction of, and aboliſhing the tyrannical 
ulurpation of Satan; and the eſtabliſhment 


of 
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of the kingdom of his Righteouſneſs. on 
earth! And while by this dedication of 
yourſeives to his ſervice, and the diltgent 
execution of this your ſolemn engagement, 
you teſtify your ardent love of Jeſus Chriſt; 
your utmoſt pratitude for the work of your 
redemption, and for all the favours he has 
beſtowed upon you; your heart-felt com- 
paſſion for his ſufferings, and your ſincere 
abhorrence of the fins of mankind which 
gave occaſion for thoſe ſufferings: you atthe 
fame time, and by the very ſame acts, give 
a proof of the moſt exalted Charity for your 
neiglibours, by oftrring yourtelves to em— 
ploy your whole life in procuring for them 
the greateſt benefits which a rational cica- 
ture is capable of enjoying; by removing 
their ignorance of their true and only feli— 
city; by enliglitening their underſtanding 
with the knowledge of the moſt important 
and ſaving truths; by pointing out to them 
the means of eſcaping the wrath of their 
offended God; by delivering them from 
the Sentence of eternal damnation; by 
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bringing them to a reconciliation and to a 
happy union with their God; and by con- 
dutting them to the eternal enjoyment of 
his glorious and everlaſting kingdom. 
Surely ſuch an illuſtrious exercile of the 
Virtue of Divine Charity in both us 
branches, cannot fail of being highly agree- 
able to Almighty God : of making you the 
objects of his care, his protection, his fa- 
vour, and his love: and of entitling you 
to an immenſe and eternal reward, which 
is what I now propoſe to ſhew you, being 
the ſubject of the third part. 


When St. Peter upon a certain occaſion, 
in the name of all the Apoſtles, aſked our 
Saviour what reward he would beſtow up- 
on them, for having left all they had in this 
'world to follow him, and engage in his ſer- 
vice, and in the Sacred Miniſtry? he re- 
plied.“ Jerih Jay unto you, that you who 


ave followed me in the regeneration ; when 


the Son of man ſhall fit in the ſeat of his 


* Matth. xix 28. 


Majeſty, 
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Majeſty, you alſo ſhall fit on twtve' ſeats, 
Judging the twelve tribes of Iſrael. And 
every one who hath left houſe or brethren, or 
ſiſters, or father, or mother, or wife, or Chl- 
dren, or lands for my name's /ate, fhall re- 
ceide a hundred fold, and fhal! poſſeſs lie 
everlaſiing. We may remark that as our Sa- 
viour not only promiſes to reward then 
with life everlaſting, which comprehends 
all the glory and felicity which the Saints 
enjoy in his heavenly kingdom; but like- 
wiſe to beſtow upon them an hundred 
fold reward; this hundred fold reward can 


only be underſtood of the reward which he 


beſtows upon them in this life. And in- 
deed in the Goſpel of St. Mark it is faid, 
that they * ſtall recerve an hundred tim us 
much NOW in LS me, 


- 


Hence then it appears that although the 
principal reward Which Chriſt will beſtow 
on the Succellors of his Apoſtles, the Mi- 
niſters of bis Golpel, is reſerved for the 
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next life: yet he has likewiſe promiſed to 
beſtow upon you even in this life, rewards 
which will be an ample, an hundred-fold 
recompence of the few labours which you 
may have to endure for his ſake. And in— 
deed if we read the Goſpel, we ſhall find 
in a multitude of paſſages what are the 
rewards he has promiſed to beſtow on his 
faithful Miniſters in this life. He has 
promiſed to reward you by the piety and 1 
benevolence of good Chriitians, who will 
furniſh you with every thing neceſſary for 
vour corporal ſupport. For when he firlt | 
ſent his Apoſtles to preach the Goſpel, he 
{aid to them; * Do not poſſe/s gold, nor fil- F 
der, nor money in your purſes; nor {crip 
for your journey, nor two coats, nor ſhoes, 
nor a ſtaff; for the workmen is worthy of his 
meat, And again, + Behold the birds of the 
arr, for they ſow not, neither do they reap, 
nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly 
Father feedeth them. Are not you of muck 


more value than they? Be not ſolicitous 
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therefore, ſaying ; What ſhall we eat, or wha! 
Jhall we drink, or wherewitth ſhall we be cloa- 
thed? For your heavenly Father knoweth that 
ye have need of all theſe things. * Seek ye 
therefore firft the kingdom of God and his 
Juftice, and ail theſe things ſhall be adaled 
unto you, He has pronuſed not to forſake 
You, but to accompany you in an eſpecial 
manner with his Divine preſence: + I w// 
not, ſays he, {:ave you Orphans. Beo 
I am with you always, cen to the end of the 
world, to impatt to you his Peace, & a Peace 
which the world cannot give, even || the Pente 
cf God which [urpaſſeth all underſtanding, 
and which no one can conceive what it ie, 
but he who has actually experienced it. 
He promiſes to repleniſh you with the Holy 
Ghoſt that he may abide with you for ever. 
TI will aſk, ſays he, of the Father, and he will 
give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you for ever; the Sperit of Truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, becauſe it 


Matt. vi. 31. + John xiv, 18. 4 Matt. xxviii. 
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Feth him not, nor knoweth him, but you ſhall 


tg him becauſe he ſhall abide with you, ana 


{hall be tn you, ta ſoothe your lorrows, to con- 


ſole you in your labours, and to aſſiſt you by 
his grace to diſcharge the duties of you; 
lation in ſuch a manner as may promote 
ihe Glory of God, and the Salvation of 
„our own and your neighbours Souls, 


Such are the rewards which the Son of 
God has promiſed to beſtow in this world, 
on thoſe who being called to the Sacred 
Iſiniſtry, are faithful, vigilant, and zealous 
the diſcharge of their Olhce. And now 
We may remark tlie account which his firſt 
Apoſtles give of his having fulfilled theſe 
promiſes in their favour. When he ſent 
them to preach throughout Judea, and ac- 
cording to his command they went with- 
out gold, or ſilver, or money in their pur- 
les; yet when they returned they declared 
to our Saviour, that nothing had been 
wanting to them; * and St. Paul, writing to 
the Corinthians, fays, + Concerning the Mi- 


® Luke xxli. 35. f 2 Cor. ix, 1. 
F v1 
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Muiniflry or mineftratton of Alms, that i; 
done towards the Saints, it is ſuperfluous for 
me to write to your for I know your forward 
mud, for which 17 boaſt of you to the Macedo- 
ans, n, your emulation hath provuoled 
very many, And he in another place de- 
clares that the Macedonians ſupplied him 
with every thing that was neceſſary for 


him. * And to ſhew the love the Galatians 


had ſor him, and their readineſs to ſupply 


him with every thing that was neceſſary 
for him, he ſays, F You received me as an 
Angel God, even as Chriſt Jeſus. —For I 
bear you witneſs, that if wu could be done, 
and would have given them tc me. And 
what, theſe Apoſtles declare to have been 


done towards themſelves, was a ſpecimen 


of the, fulfilling of that promiſe of Chriſt, 
that if they ſought firſt the kingdom of God 
and his Juſlice, all theſe things ſhould be 
added unto them; and a proof that the 
Divine Providence would no leſs exert its 


* 8 Cor. xi. 90 7 Galat, iv. 14, 13. 
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ſelf in favour of all who inherit the labours 
and the zeal of the Apoſtles. For there al- 
ways were and are at this day multitudes 
of truly pious Chriſtians, who ſay in the: 
hearts, * Hot beautiful are the feet of then: 
7/0 preach the Goſpel of Peace, of them who 
bring glad tidings of good things, and who 
reverence the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt in his 


Miniſters: of whom Ven. Bede ſays, 1 


By how much more any one advances in 
the love of Chriſt, fo many more friends 
will God raiſe up to him, who will receive 
him with a cordial afſection, and rejoice to 
ſupport him with their ſubſtance. If then 
vou faithfully fulfil your duty to God ame 


to your people; he who feeds the Torvis oft 


the air, and cloaths the lillies-of the fichl, 


will ſupply you with all the necctiaries of 


life in a manner almoſt m treculous; and 


will raife up to you a multitude of friends, 


who for Chrift's fake will think theinfelves 
happy in contributing to the fupport of his 
Miuiſters. And who, by tlie piety arid ex- 


* Rem. x. 13. + Hom. in Natali S. Benedicdi. 
| F2 Cn; larity 


| 
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emplarity of their lives, will alſo afford you 
other conſolations, as a counter-balance to 
ſoften and render more tolerable the morti- 
cattons you may meet with from others. 
For if you are aſtoniſhed at the ſupine igno- 
rance and indifference of ſome: theſe will 
afford you pleaſure by their docility, atten- 
tion, and regularity, in the diſcharge of 
their duty. If you are ſhocked at the bare- 
iaced impiety and inſuperable obſlinacy of 
ſome: theſe will afford you conſolation to 
behold the conſtant piety and devotion in 
which they paſs their lives. If the uninter- 
rupted courſe of wickedneſs of ſome, till 
they come upon their death-bed, ſhould 
cave you in a d readſul uncertainty of 
their future lot, and fil! you with the pious 
fear of having preached to them in vain“ 
the extraordinary piety and devotion with 
which theſe prepare themſelves for and re- 
ceive the laſt Sacraments; the ſentiments of 
the love of God; the confidence which they 
entertain of his goodneſs and mercy; aud 


* Gal. iv. 11. 
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the reſignation with which they give up 
their Soul into the hands of their Re- 
deemer: will inſpire you with ſentiments of 
Joy, at the expectation and contemplation 
of their future happineſs, and incline you 
ty return thanks to God that your labour 
has not been intirely in vain. If you 
Mould at any time be bated and inſulted 
ty the enemies of your Faith: theſe will al- 
leviate the inſult by their condolence, and 
tlie ſhare of affliction winch they will take 
in your ſufferings. And in 2 word, ſuch 
is the roodncls of God towards his faithful 
Nlintſters, that he will not permit you to 
undergo any labour ior his ſake and in his 
ſervice : without adminiſtring to you ſome 
conlolation which will abundantly recom- 


penſe what you may endure, 


And indeed, my dear Children, how is it 
poliible that you {hould either be deſlitute 
of, or even not repleniſhed with ſuper— 
abundant celeſtial conſolation, during the 


courſe and occupaticns of a zealous Aint. 


F 3 ilry, 
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{try : ſince Jeſus Chriſt has promiſed to 
aſliſt you with Ins preſence, and to fend 
you another Comforter the Holy Ghoſt to 
reſide in your hearts, and Fo abide with you 
for ever? What can a Soul want to ſup- 
port it againſt every evil, every affliction 
which can happen to it in this mortal life: 
winch is accompanied by, and poſſeſſed of 
che preience of Jeſus Chriſt, and of his 
Joby Spirit? For what was it but the ſenſe 
of the preſence of Jelus Chriſt and of his 
IJoly Spirit, that animated the Apoſlles to 
encounter diſficulties and dangers in every 
hape? They themſelves aſſure us that it 
was this that inſpired them with zeal and 
fortitude in all their labours. For St. Paul 
favs: Ne glory in tribulation, knowtng that 
tribulation worketh pati-nce, and patience 
trial, and trial hope, and hope confſoundeth 
not; beeauſe the Charity of God 15 poured 
abread in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt who 
75 geen to us. And again we read, that 
after the Apoſtles had been impriſoned and 


Rom. v. 3. 


{courged, 


„ 


ſcourged, “ they went from the preſence of the 


Council, rejoicing that they were found worthy 


to /uffer reproach jor lie name of Feſus. 


And what was it but the preſence of the 


ſame Spirit that made St. Paul lev: f J can 
do ail b é tm hum wno ffirengtheneth me. 
Wen our Divine Redeemer {ent his A- 
poſtles as Sheep among wolves; he well 
knew what were the labouis they would 
have to undergo: nay he foretold thole Ja- 
bours; you ſhall be tated, lays he, of all men, 
and in the world you {hall have diſtreſs: 
he moreover well knew how diſagreeable 
ſuch labours were to mankind, and how 
contrary to the natural inclinations of {le{h 


and blood: and yet he told them that by 


taking up his Yoke, and learning of him to 


be {} meek and humble of heart, they ſhould 
find reft unto tharr ſouls, and that their 
$ /orrow ſhould be turned ito joy. 


Great indeed then are the promiſes 
which Jeſus Chriſt has made to his XIini- 


Ads v. 41. T Philip. iv. 13. 4 Mitch. xi. 29, 
John xvi. 20. 
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fers, and great are the Tevards he will he- 
ſtow on them in this life: but the principal 
promiſes that he has made to them remat: 
to be fulfilled after their departure out of 
this world. He has indeed promiſed eter- 
nal glory to all thoſe who perſevere to the 
end of their lives in his love, and in the 
practice of virtue: but the promiſes which 
he hos made to the Apoſtles and their Suc- 
cellors, unply a ſupcr-emiment degree of 
glory to be beſtowed on them; and a degree 
of glory which ſcems proportioned, adapted, 
and correſpondent to the dignity of then 
Miniſtry, and the diligence with which 
they execute it while on earth. Fer as 
on Earth he conſtitutes you the Paſtors and 
Teachers of his people, that by the ſound— 
neſs of your Dottrine, and the exemplarity 
of your lives, you may ſhine as lights to the 
Faithful, to condutt them to the port of 
Salvation: ſo he has declared that “ (42 
who on earta inſtrudt others to Juſtice, {all 


ſhine like the flars of the Firmament or ail 


Dau, xi 3. 


Eternity. 
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Flernity. As he conſtitutes you his Stew- 
ards, the Diſpenſers of his Divine Myſte— 
ries; ſo he will invite you to the poſſeſſion 


of your eternal reward by this moſt pub- 
lick and folemn approbation of your con— 


— * — — ** * — 


duct and fidelity; * Well done thou good and ' 
faithful Servant, thou haſt been faithful over | 
a few things, Twill make thee ruler over many 


things. enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 
As he conſtitutes you on earth the Princes 
of his People; ſo in heaven he will reward 
you with a never-fading Crown of Glory, 
as a Diadem ſuitable to your Dignity ; for 
St. Peter ſays, + Feed the flock of God which i 
1s under your care—and when the Prince of | ( 
Paſtors fhall appear, you fhall receive a never- | 
fading crown of glory. Hence St. Hilary 
ſays of each Paſtor of the Church: + 1/ by 
the ſoundneſs and ſcaſonable diſtribution of 
hs dottrine, he ſhall confirm the weak, bind 


; 


N 


Mank. 25. 81. 1 Pet. v. 2, 4. 
+ Si Dochinz opportunitate et veritate infirma 
coulumet, diliupia conſolidet, depravata conver- 


tat, 
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vp that which was broken, rectiſy the depra- 
vea, and diſpenſe the word of life to the Ser- 
vants of God in ſuch manner that il may nou- 
rſh their ſouls to eternal life; and at the 
Lord's coming ſhall le found occupned in 
theſe exerciſes; he ſhall ovtain glory from the 
Lord as a faithful and uſeful Steward, and 
Shall be admitted into the glorious kingdom of 
God. As he conflitutes you his Vicegerents 
on earth to judge the Cauſes belonging to 
his Tribunal, and in his name to pronounce 
Sentence upon his people; ſo he ſays that“ 
You who have followed me m the Regenera- 
tion, when the Son of Man ſhall fit on the 
eat of his Maje/ty : you alf/o fhall fit on livelve 
feats judging the twelve tribes of Vi ael. 
And again he lays, F If any man miniſter un— 


to me, let him follow me: and where J am, 


tat, et verbum vi's in æternitatis cibum alende 
familie diſpeudat, atque hxc agens, hiſque immo- 
raus deprehendatur, gloriam a Domino tanquam 
diſpenſator fidelis et villiens utilis eounfcquetur, 
et—in Dei gloria cellecabi:ur. S. Hilary Comm. 
in cap. 26. Matth. 
Man. Ni. 28. 7 Joha xi. 26. 
3 ticre 
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mnfter to me, hum will my Father honour. 
Laſtly as a ſpecial reward for the labours of 
vour Miniſtry, and the affliction you may 
ave to endure for his fake: not only S. 
Paul aſſures you. that * z you /uffer with 
um, vou fhatl alſo be glonjud with him; 
hut our Divine Saviour himſelf ſays: 7 
Yor have continued with me in my teinpta- 


77952 


trons: and I appoint to you as my Tallier 


7 22 | 
aath appornted to mic & ſungdom es that you 
may eat and drink al my table in my Kingdom, 
| K * 8 3 ; ; 
and may ſit u pon Thrones judging the twelve 


„beg of 1ſracl. 


The reward then, which Jeſus Chriſt has 
prepared for you in heaven, if you under- 
take and execute with fidelity the high and 
important Oſtice to which he now invites 
you: is not only to be admitted to a ſhare 
in that glory which he will beſtow upon 


| all his Servants who perlevere- to the end 


of their lives in his grace and love: but a 


Rom. vil. 17, 4 Luke xi. 28. 


far 


there alſo ſhall my Minifter be. Tf any man 


| 


far more eminent degree of gloiy is prepa- 
red for you. It is to make you ſhine 
among the reſt of the Faithful 4% Stars 
for all eternity. It is to crown you with a 
glorious and eternal Crown, as tte Princes 
of his people. It is to honour you with 
that ſpecial honour which he will ſhew to 
thoſe whom he is pleaſed to call by the 
name, * not of Servants, but of huts Friend; 
and to reward you with all the ſelicity 
which is couched under the words of vou 
eating and drinking at lus table tn hits H 
dom. If then ſo great is the happineſs 


which every bleſſed Soul will experience 4 
in heaven, that St. Paul has declared con- 
cerning it, that tf eye hath not feen, nor hat/; 
ear heard, nor hath it entered into the heart 
of man to conccide what God hath prepared 
for thoſe who love him; how much greater 
muſt be the glory, how much more exqui- 
ſite muſt be the happineſs prepared tor 
thoſe, to whom Jeſus Chriſt has made ſucl, 
ſpecial and extraordinary promiſes. And it 
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Si. Paul ſays concerning the ſufferings which 
Chriſtians in every ſtate and condition of life 
endure; that * they are not worthy to be 
compared to the future glory which will be 
revealed in us. How much leſs proportion 
is there between the labours of a zealous 
Miniſter of God, a zealous Apoſtolick Mif- 
ſioner, and the far more inconceivable de- 
oree of Glory and happineſs which God 


will beſtow on him as the reward of his 
labours. 


Perhaps, my dear Children, 1 may not 
now ſpeak amiſs, if I ſay with St. Gregory, 
that your Souls are now fired with a hope 
zn4 arfire of partahing of this happineſs e 
and that you now wiſh to be in actual poſſeſſion 
of the immenſe degree of eternal glory which 
£wa2ts you. But I muſt alſo remind you 


* Rom, viii. 18. 


+ Ad hæœc audita inardeſcit animvs ; jamqus | 


illue cupit afliſtere ubi ſe ſperat ſine fine gaudere. 
F. Greg. Hom. 37. in Evang. 


CG of 
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of what the ſame Father ſays. Delectet 
erg0 mentem magmtudo pramurum, fed non 
deterreat certamen laborum. Go on, feed 
your imagination, pleaſe your mind with 
the contemplation of the exceſſive great 
reward which God has prepared for you ; 
but let not the fear of the labours you mult 
undergo in order to obtain it, deter you 
from aſpiring to it: * For he cannot be 
crowned who has not lawfully fought. Thele 
very Jabours are the Terms which Jeſus 
Chriſt propoſes to you as the means to ob- 
tain it. Theſe are the conditions, on which 
alone you can be entitled to ſo great and ſo 
glorious a reward. Say then, what are you 
reſolved to do? Are you ſo terrified at the 
proſpett of the few, the momentary labours 
which the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt have 
to undergo in the exerciſe of their Sacred 
Functions, as to ſhrink back from engaging 
in ſo glorious a cauſe, and from aſpiring 
10 ſo great a degree of eternal felicity? Or 

22 Tim. ii. 5. 
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are you reſolved generouſly to dedicate 


your life entirely to the ſervice of your 
God, to enliſt yourſelves under the Banner 
of Jcſus Chriſt, and to join the company 
of the Apoſtles in contributing to the 
great work of the Converſion of the world; 
that by partaking of their Office and their 
labours, you may alſo have a ſhare in their 
glory? If this laſt be your reſolution, I, 
as the Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt; and duly 
authorized by his Vicegerent on Earth, 


am ready to receive your ſolemn dedication 


of yourſelves to his Service. And may 
he of his infinite goodnels grant you his 
Grace faithfully to adhere to your preſet 
reſolution, faithfully to follow your voca- 
tion; faithfully to retain a due ſenſe of 
your preſent dedication of yourſelves to 
Ins Divine Service, and faithfully to exe- 
cute the high and important Office aud 


Miniſtry which he will hereafter confer 


upon you: till ſatisfhed with your zeal 


G2 and. 


ht 
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and your Jabours in his ſervice on earth, 


he ſhall tranſlate you to the kappy Society 
of his Apoſtles in bis heavenly Kingdom. 


Amen. 


Ss. 
lt 
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that after having thus 
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Obſecro ut digne ambuletis vocatione qua 
vocati eſlis. 922 W. 1. 


I befeech you, that you walk worthy of the 


Vacation in which you 41 e called. 


AVING now dedicated yourſelves 

to the ſervice of God, and by the ſo- 

lemn Oath which you have taken, engagec] 
yourſelves to employ all the days of your 


life, in the propagation of the Goſpel,” in 
the promoting his glory, and labouring for 


the Salvation of Souls redeemed by the 


precious Blood of his Divine Son our Sa— 


viour Jeſus Chriſt : I muſt now remindvou, 
engaged yourlciyes 


G 3. to- 
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to God by this Solemn Oath and Vow, it 
is no longer lawful for you to think of 
withdrawing yourſelves from his ſervice, 
and of returning again to the world, that 
is, to a ſecular life: for, by ſo doing, you 
would fall under the ſame cenſure and con- 
demnation which St. Paul pronounces 
againſt the younger widows, of whom he 
ſays, that * when they have grown wanton 
in Chriſt, they will marry; having damna— 
tion, becauſe they have made void their firſt 
Faith. And our Divine Redeemer him- 
ſelf ſays, that + no man pulling his hand to 
the plough, and looking bach, is fit for the 
hingdom of God. Dread then, my dear 
Children, the leaſt thought of apoſtatizing 


from the Faith which you have now 
plighted to your God. And in order to 
perſevere in your preſent Vocation, en- 
deavour as much as poſſible to cultivate in 
your Souls an Eccleſiaſtical Spirit, and ex- 
cite yourſelves to it by frequently reflett- 
ing on the excellent Dignity of the Sa- 


* 1 Tim, v. 11, 12. 7 Luke ix, 62. 
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cred Office to which God has been pleaſed 
to call you, and the eminent degree of 
Sanctity and Perfection which every one 
ought to be poſſeſſed of, who expects to be 
admitted to the Prieſthood. It is to in- 
ſpire you with Sentiments worthy of per- 
ſons who are deſigned for that Sacred 


Character, and likewiſe to prepare and 


qualify you to receive it, that I now ad- 
mit you as Junior Fellows of this College, 
and declare you entitled to all the Rights 
and Privileges which the Canons of the 
Church, the Laws of the Kingdom, and 
the Conſtitutions of this College confer on 
ſuch. I therefore addreſs and exhort you 
in the words of St. Paul, to walk worthy 


of the Vocation in which you are called, 
by a diligent application to your Studies; 
by a punctual regularity in the diſcharge of 
every duty which 1s. incumbent on you 


either as Chriſtians, or as Members of this 


Community; by a dutiful reſpect and obe- 


dience to the commands of your Superiors; 


by a conllant gravity in your behaviour; 


by 
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by cultivating in your Souls a Spirit of 
zeal for the glory of God, and Charity for 
your neighbours; as likewiſe a Spirit of 
retirement and prayer: and by endeavour- 
ing to acquire and prattiſe every virtue 
which God expetts to {ind in all thoſe who 
miniſter at his Altar. All which we find 
ſtrongly inculcated in the Sacred writings, 
in the works of the Holy Fathers, and in 
the Decrees of the General Councils. For 
concerning application to ſtudy, although, 
St. Paul had conſtituted his Diſciple St. 
Timothy Biſhop of Epheſus, and gives this 
commendation of him, that from his in- 
fancy he had known the holy Scriptures, 
which could inſtru him to Salvation 
through the Faith whick is in Chriſt Je- 
Tus ;* yet he exhorts him to give - 
dance to reading, to exhortatton, and to doc- | 
tine; and adds, ꝓ Medztate upon tneje things, 
be wholly employed in theſe things: and be 
. earneſt in them that thy, profiting may be ma- 
. nifeſt to all. And as to what relates to a 


+*'g Tim. ili. 15. 1 Tim. iv. 13. J v. 15; 


punctual 


(---82*} 


punctual regularity in the diſcharge of 


every duty: the ſame Apoſtle requires that 
none but ſuch perſons as are punctual and 
regular ſhould be promoted to the Prieſt- 
hood. For giving to the ſame St. Timothy 
a deſcription of the qualifications requiſite 
in thoſe who are to be conſtituted Paſtors 
of the Church of God, he ſays: * let him 
be one who ruleth well his own houſe: having 
has children in ſuljection with all charity. 
For if a man know not how to rule Its own 
houſe, how ſhall he take care of the Church 
of God? And how much leſs ſhall he be 
fit to govern the Church of God, if he 
knows not how to rule his own perſon, by 
obſerving a punctual regularity in diſcharg- 
ing the duties of the houſe in which he 
lives, and of the ſtate of life in which he 
15 engaged ? And St. Peter in hke manner 
exhorts every one to walk worthy of the 
| Vocation in which they are called. For 
he ſays: + Having the loins of your minds 


girt up, being ſober, truſt perfefly in the 


I Tim iii. 4. 5. f 1 Pet. i. 13. 
grace 


E 


grace which is offered you at the revelation 
of Feſus Chriſt; as children of obedience : 
not faſmoned according to the former d ſires 
'of your 1gnorance, but according to him who 
hath called you, who ts holy, be you alſo tn at! 
manner of conver /ation holy. Again St. 
Paul in his Epiſtle to Titus ſays: * In at 
things ſhew thyſelf an Example of all good 
works, in dotrine, in integrity, in grautly : 
let thy ſpeech be ſound that cannot be blamed: 
that he who is on the contrary part may le 
afraid, having no evil to fay of us. And 
mdeed all the Epiſtles which St. Pavl wrote 
to his two diſctples Timothy and Titus, 
are full of the moſt exccllent and divinely 
inſpired inſtructions, and cannot be read 
too often, by perſons engaged in an Eccle- 
ſiaſtical State, who are deſirous to live up 
to their Character, and faithfully to fulfil 
'the obligations of their State. 


And while, my dear Children, I am ex- 
horting you to cultivate in your Souls al 


Titus ii. 7. 
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the virtues which conſtitute an Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Spirit; I muſt not omit cautioning you 


ee 


againſt expoſing yourſelves to the danger 
of imbibing a worldly Sprrit; by entering 


too frequently into the company of, and 
forming connections with people whole 
principles and practices ſavour chiefly of 
the world. This is the rock on which 
thereputation and the Souls of innumera- 
ble Ecclefiafticks have ſuffered ſhipwreck: 
and conſequently is the greateſt danger, 
the greateſt ſnare which you liave to fear. | 
Having now dedicated yourſelves to the 


f ſervice of God, you ought to entertain in 


your hearts a continual remembrance of 
what Jeſus Chriit laid to his. Apoſtles, 
that * you are net of the world, but I have 
choſen you out of the world. Theſe words 
of your Saviour ought to reſound continu— 
all in your ears. And therefore as true 
diſciples and followers of Chriit, you ought 
as much as poſſible to avoid all connection 
md communication with the world, and 


* John xy. 193 


world 
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worldlings. For what can you expect to 
follow from a communication with them; 
but to learn their masims, to love their 
vanities, to engage in their amuſements, 
and to fall into their Vices? And in pro- 
portion as you grow more and more con— 
need with them, to grow forgetful of 
your God, negligent in his ſervice, faithlel; 
to your Vocation, and regardleſs of the 
Salvation of your Soul? For which reaſon 
St. John ſays, * Love not the world, nor the 
things that are in the world, if any man tou? 
the world, the charity of the Father is not 
in him ; for all that is in the world, is the 
roncupr/cence of ihe jleſh, and the concu bi 
rence of the eyes, and the pride of life. 


Perhaps vou may be inclined to think 
that there is no danger to be apprehended 
from the company you keep; and from the 
little connection you may have with the 
world :. that the perſons with whom you 
are acquainted are Chriſtians, and Catho- 


4 1 John ii. 13. 


licks, 


«(8:4 
licks, and people of good morals: and that 
you hope Almighty God will always pre- 
ferve you by his grace from falling into 
any other kind of company. Ah! my dear 
children, this erroneous opinion which you 
entertain of people of the world, is the 
very danger againſt which I caution you: 


the deluſion againſt which I would arm 
you. I do not ſuppoſe that you would 
keep company with perſons of infamous 
Characters, whoſe every word is accompa- 
nied with an Oath, or who are notorious 
tor the lewdneſs and immorality of their 
diſcourſe. No, you yourſelves are convin- 
ced, that the being once found in {uclr 
company, would not only involve you in 
ummediate diſgrace and infamy, but would 
expole you to the ſevereſt reprehenſion 
and indignation of your Superiors, But 
what then are thefe Chriſtians, theſe Ca- 
tholicks, theſe people of good morals, of 
whom you entertain ſo good an opinion ? | 
What is the converſation you hear among 
them; what are the edifying leſſons you | 
SS H learm | 
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learn from them. I cannot deny but that 
10 all outward appearance they may be 
what you take them to be, That by people 
of the world, who are poſſeſſed of the ſame 
ſpirit of the world as themſelves, they may 


be reputed people of good morals. Nor 


will I call the goodneſs of their morals in 
queſtion. But after all, are they not peo- 
ple of the world? Does not the Spirit of 
the world reign in their hearts: the ſpirit 
of pride, the ſpirit of vanity, the ſpirit of 
diſſipation, the ſpirit of curioſity, the {ſpirit 
of ambition, of anger, of envy, and revenge? 
And in a word, are not all their views, and 
all their converſation worldly, and unwor- 


thy of a perſon whom Chriſt has choſen 
out of the world, and called to ferve him 


in a more perfect and exalted State? Again 
what are the edifying leſſons which you 
learn from them. Do you find that their 
thoughts are bent upon God and ſubjects 
of piety? Are their tongues employed in 
publiſhing his praiſes? Do they magnify his 
goodneſs in calling you to his ſervice? Do 
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they praiſe the excellence of the Inſtitute | 
which you have now embraced? Do they 
exhort and encourage you to continue 
faithful in your Vocation? Do they ex- 
hort you to pay a due reſpett to your Su- 
periors, and a ready obedience to their com- 
mands? Do they adviſe you patiently to 
bear the little difficulties which you may 
meet with in the courſe of your Studies; 
to comply punttually with the Rules of the 
Community in which you live; and t 
make yourfelves worthy of the great de- 
fgns which Divine Providence has formed 
concerning you? No, my dear Children, 
your own Conſciences at this inſtant tell 
you, that heſe ſuhjecis ſeldom or never 
make any part of their diſcourſe: that their 
converſation is turned quite the contrary 
way: that inſtead of encouraging you to 
obey your Superiors, and to bear with | 
your little difficnlties; they are continu- 
ally encouraging you to detract your Supe- 
tors, enquiting of you how you are treated 
by them, how the houſe js governed by 
H 2 


them, 
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them, and on all occaſions magnifying your 
complaints, exhorting you to reſiſtance, 
to diſobedience and rebellion againſt your 
Superiors; and by an innumerable multi— 
tude of ſmooth flattering ſpeeches, inſen— 
ſibly weakening the love of God, the de— 
ſire of promoting his glory, the love of 


your inſtitute, and the ſenſe of your duty 


in your heart; and withdrawing you from 
your Vocation. And at the ſame time 
leading you into detraction, and filling your 
mind with vexation,. with anger, with dif- 
guſt, with deſires of revenge, and with re- 
ſolutions of diſobedience. Are thele then 
the people with whom you ought to keep 
company? Are thele the perſons in whoſe 
converſation you find nothing but inno— 
cence? No. Such perſons are far from bc- 
ing poſſeſſed of the innocence which you 
think they are poſſeſſed of. It is only your 


innocence that makes you unacquainted 


with their malice, and think them innocent. 


Theſe are the very perſons againſt whom 
you ought to be moſt upon your guard, You 


are 
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are not in ſo much danger of receiving 


detriment from perſons who are notoriouſly 
wicked; becauſe you are ſhocked at their 
impieties, and therefore will of your own 
accord avoid their company. But theſe by 
their exterior profeſſion of piety, appear- 
ance of decency, compaſſionate expreſſions 


of their deſire of your welfare, and deluſive 


ſpeeches, are more likely to pervert your 


hearts, and to ſow the ſeeds of a ruin 
which may give you occaſion to repent, 
both in time and eternity, that you were. 
ever acquainted with them. 


Although therefore you think there is ne. 
danger in entering into the company and 
converiation of ſuch perions, vet there cer- 
tainly 1s danger. There is danger that 
they will imbue you wich a worldly Spirit, 
that they will withdraw you from your. 
Vocation, induce you to violate the ſolemn 
dedication which you have now made of 
yourſelves. to God: and expoſe you to all 
the vengeance which there is. juſt reaſon 
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10 zpprehend will fall upon all who violates 
ſuch ſolemn Vows and Promiſes. But 


perhaps you may tl think there is na 


danger; becauſe that you are poſſeſſed of 
lagacity enough to diſcern, and reſolution 
to reſiſt every temptation that might tend 
to lead you aſtray irom your duty. Hear 
then what the Scripture ſays, ® Evil com- 
municalions corrupt good manners; andt 
he who loveth danger ſliall periſſi in it. And 
again, r Mi the holy, thou wilt be holy, 
and with the innocent man, thou wilt be inno- 
cent; and with the eledt, thou wilt be elecl; 
and with the perverſe, thou will be perverted. 
Moreover, what was it that led the Iſrael- 
ites in the deſert into Idolatry, but their 
entering into the company of, and forming 
conneétions with the Nloabitesh. What 
led Solomon himſelf into idolatry, but the 
heatlen women whom he had married, 
notwithſtanding the prohibition which 1 
the Law, God had laid on his people. © 
* 1 Cor. xv. 33. T Erecluſ. iii. 27. J Pſal. xvii. 27. 
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And why did God fo {iricuy forbid his 
people from inter-marrying with the Gen- 
tiles, but the fore- Knowledge he bad that 
by ſo doing they, would be perverted? It 
then Solomon, the wiſeſt of men, a man 
who had built a moſh magnificent Jemple 
for the worſhip of the True God, a man 
on whom God had beltowed wiidom by a 
tpccial and extraordinary gift, and who was 
nioreover endowed with the gift of Pro» 
phecy; could by evil communications be 
led into the moſt ſhameful Idolatry, aud 
leave an indelible blot on his Character: 
what reaſon can you have to imagine that 
you will ſtand firm to your Solemn Vows. 
and engagements to your God, if you ex- 
poſe yourſelves to funtlar danger by keep- 
ing up a correſpondence and communica=- 
tion with a corrupt and enfnaring world? 
Al! how many have there been who 'were 
once children of God, once truly prous . 
Chriſtians, who thougiit chemſelves no 
more in danger from ſuch connections, than. 
you now think yourlcives; but by inlenlible 


degrees. 
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degrees have been led away from God, re- 


nounced their vocation, abandoned them- 
ſelves to vice, and at length plunged them- 
ſelves even into Apoſtacy. The holy Scrip- 
ture records forme ſuch like inftances tor 
your inilructon, and the caution that it 
gives you to avoid falling into the ſame 
miſery, by preſumptuouſ}y relying upon 


your own fagacity, and the ſtrength of 


your own reſolutions, is; * Let him who 


thinketh ſiinſelf to ſtand, lake heed left he fall. 


Endeavour therefore, my dear Children, 


to imprint, and retum in your hearts, a con- 


tinual remembrance, and great idea of the 
Dedication which you have now made of 
.yourſelves to Almighty God. And endea- 
-your to excite in your Souls a fervent deſire 
of faithfully diſcharging the duties of the 


high and important Miniſtry, for which he 


_ deſigns you. Prepare yourſelves for this 


Miniſtry by a diligent application to your 
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appointed Studies, by a continual reſtraint 
and mortification of your paſhons, by en— 
deavouring to acquire every virtue which 
may make you an ornament of the Prieſt- 
hood, and worthy Miniſters at God's Al- 
tar: by a dutiful obedience to your Supe- 
riors, and a punctual diicharge of every 
daty incumbent on you as Chriſtians, and 
as members of this Community. Avoid as 
much as poſhble all connection, all compa- 
ny and converiation with people of the 
world: and fervently pray to God for his 
grace to help you. By ſo doing, he will 
give his blefling to all your undertakings, 
he will make you luis inſtruments in the 
converſion and Salvation of innumerable 
Souls: and after this life, will reward your 
zeal in his ſervice, with a never-fading 
crown of glory in his Reaveniy kingdom. 


Amen. 
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